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Curriculum overview for 
parents and carers
Religion and worldviews

A summary of key Religion and worldviews learning for EYFS to Year 5/6.
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Religion and worldviews curriculum overview (EYFS: Reception)

EYFS (Reception)

Autumn 1

What makes us special? 

Autumn 2

What are special times? 

Exploring similarities and differences between themselves, others 
and the wider community. Through stories, discussions and creative 
activities, pupils learn that people can have different beliefs and ideas 
and that many Christian people believe in God and Jesus.

(Christian worldview.)

Comparing the special times of Diwali and Christmas by exploring their 
meanings, traditions and celebrations through stories, pictures and videos. 
Pupils learn how these festivals are celebrated and consider their 
importance in bringing people and communities together.

(Christian and Hindu worldviews.)

Spring 1

Why are some places special? 

Spring 2

What makes the world special? 

Exploring what makes places special by reflecting on places that are 
important to themselves and others. Pupils learn about religious 
buildings and places of worship and consider why these places hold 
significance for different people and communities.

(Christian and Muslim worldviews.)

Considering what makes the world special by exploring why it is important 
to themselves and others. Pupils listen to different viewpoints about caring 
for the world and discuss why looking after it matters.

(Christian and Muslim worldviews.)

Summer 1

Why are some things special?

Summer 2

Why are some stories special? 

Reflecting on things that are special to people by exploring items and 
images that hold personal or communal significance. Pupils discuss 
why objects can be important to different people and learn to respect 
and appreciate different beliefs and values.

(Christian, Muslim, Hindu and Jewish worldviews.)

Exploring how stories can help people understand beliefs and values. Pupils 
listen to a range of stories, consider the messages they contain and learn 
how stories can inspire people to act in positive ways.

(Christian and Hindu worldviews.)

Time to celebrate

Investigating the significance of festivals by exploring their meanings, traditions and celebrations through stories, images and creative activities. Pupils discuss how special occasions bring 
people together, reflect on their own experiences and learn about festivals that are important to their school and wider community. 
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Religion and worldviews curriculum overview (Key stage 1)

Year 1/2 Cycle A

Autumn 1

What do some people believe God looks like? 

Autumn 2

How did the world begin? 

Examining different representations of God by exploring 
Islamic art, Hindu avatars and images from the Christmas story. 
Pupils consider how people express beliefs through words and 
images, create their own artwork and reflect on why 
representing ideas about God can be challenging.

(Christian, Hindu and Muslim worldviews.)

Exploring creation stories from different traditions by presenting 
ideas about creators and creation through art and language. Pupils 
consider how creation stories help some people understand what 
God is like and reflect on their own ideas about how the world 
began.

(Christian, Jewish, Hindu and Humanist worldviews.)

Spring 1

Why should we care for the world? 

Spring 2

Why do we need to give thanks?

Exploring creation stories, religious teachings and quotations 
about the relationship between humans and nature. Pupils 
investigate different viewpoints and reflect on how beliefs can 
influence attitudes towards caring for the world.

(Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Jain and Humanist worldviews.)

Investigating how people express gratitude by exploring beliefs and 
practices linked to making offerings. Pupils examine survey data and 
artefacts used during puja, consider the meaning behind these 
traditions and create their own song lyrics to express thanks.

(Hindu, Christian and Humanist worldviews.)

Summer 1

How do we know some people have a special connection to a 
god?

Summer 2

What is a prophet?

Exploring the lives of significant religious figures by listening to 
stories from different traditions and worldviews. Pupils 
investigate how some people are believed to have a special 
connection to God, using clues from religious stories to 
interpret meaning and understand symbolism.

(Sikh, Muslim, Christian, Jewish and Hindu worldviews.)

Investigating the lives of significant religious figures by exploring 
stories, artwork and traditions linked to Abraham, Jonah, Moses, 
Jesus, Muhammad and Guru Nanak. Pupils search for clues about 
their characteristics and teachings, examine the messages 
associated with them and develop their own understanding of what 
makes someone a prophet.

(Christian, Muslim, Jewish and Sikh worldviews.)
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Religion and worldviews curriculum overview (Key stage 2)

Year 3/4 Cycle A

Autumn 1

What makes us human? 

Autumn 2

Why is water symbolic?

Exploring ideas about spirituality, the inner self and the soul by 
interpreting and creating artwork inspired by different beliefs 
and perspectives. Pupils reflect on what it means to be human 
and express their ideas by designing a book cover and blurb.

(Hindu, Christian, Buddhist and Humanist worldviews.)

Investigating the symbolism of water by exploring its use in rituals, 
ceremonies and religious stories. Pupils consider what water 
represents to different people, create poetry inspired by its 
meaning and reflect on how beliefs about water can influence 
actions and attitudes towards the environment.

(Christian, Sikh, Muslim and Shinto worldviews.)

Spring 1

What makes some texts sacred? 

Spring 2

Who was Jesus really?

Examining the role of scripture in different religions by 
exploring how sacred texts are used and treated. Pupils 
investigate what these practices reveal about the value placed 
on scripture, recognise how the Guru Granth Sahib is treated 
with great respect and analyse information collaboratively.

(Sikh, Hindu, Buddhist and locally represented worldviews.)

Investigating the life and teachings of Jesus by exploring accounts 
from the Bible and examining how different people viewed him 
during his lifetime. Pupils learn about his ministry, consider 
different interpretations of his parables and miracles and explore 
the significance of his death and resurrection for many Christians.

(Christian, Jewish and Muslim worldviews.)

Summer 1

Why is fire used ceremonially?

Summer 2

Why is the Bible the bestselling book of all time?

Examining the symbolism of fire by exploring its use in 
ceremonies, celebrations and acts of remembrance. Pupils 
investigate Hindu fire rituals, create freeze frames to represent 
different ceremonies and design a candle to commemorate a 
special person or event.

(Hindu and Zoroastrian worldviews.)

Investigating how the Christian Bible developed over time by 
exploring when it was written and the different types of writing it 
contains. Pupils examine how some Christians use the Bible today 
and apply their understanding by creating a presentation on its 
features and significance.

(Christian worldview.)
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Religion and worldviews curriculum overview (Key stage 2)

Year 5/6 Cycle A

Autumn 1

Why do people have to stand up for what they believe in?

Autumn 2

Why do Dharmic religion look different around the world?

Examining the idea of religious freedom by exploring historical 
and modern examples of people who have stood up for their 
beliefs. Pupils use debate and critical thinking to investigate 
controversial issues and consider different viewpoints on 
freedom of belief and expression.

(Christian, Muslim and Sikh worldviews.)

Examining how interpretation influences religious beliefs and 
practices by exploring the impact of culture, history, geography and 
tradition. Pupils investigate why different Buddhist schools have 
developed, compare a range of practices and reflect on how religion 
and worldviews can be expressed in diverse ways.

(Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist and Jain worldviews.)

Spring 1

What happens when we die? (Part 1)

Spring 2

What place does religion have in our world today?

Exploring beliefs about death and the afterlife by interpreting 
wisdom from religious and non-religious sources. Pupils 
investigate how different people mark a death, examine beliefs 
about what happens after death through scripture, poetry and 
readings and consider ideas about heaven and hell through art.

(Jewish, Christian, Muslim and Humanist worldviews.)

Investigating the diversity of beliefs and worldviews by exploring 
personal perspectives, census data and digital maps. Pupils consider 
what these sources can reveal about religion in society, recognise 
their limitations and reflect on the importance of freedom of religion 
or belief and its role in citizenship.

(Multiple worldviews.)

Summer 1

What happens when we die? (Part 2)

Summer 2

Who should get to be in charge?

Comparing beliefs about what happens after death by 
exploring concepts such as reincarnation and enlightenment. 
Pupils examine similarities and differences between these 
ideas and other beliefs they have studied and express their 
understanding through a visual representation of 
enlightenment.

(Hindu, Buddhist and Sikh worldviews.)

Examining how leaders are chosen in different religions by exploring 
the influence of family connections, personal qualities and religious 
traditions. Pupils investigate the role of laws, revelations and 
individual characteristics and consider what makes an effective 
leader.

(Muslim, Christian and Sikh worldviews.)
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